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THE  SHEFFIELD  CONFEKENGE 


CHUEOH  OE  JESUS  CHEIST, 
LATTER-DAY  SAINTS, 


HELD  im  TEE 


HALT.  OF  SCIENCE,  EOOKINGHAM-ST., 
SHEFFIELD, 

ON  THE  EIGHTH  DAY  OF  JUNE,  1S51. 


LEWIS  ROBBINS,  PRESIDENT.  | W.  S.  MYERS,  SECRETARY. 
J.  V.  LONG REPORTER. 


It  was  moved  by  Elder  H.  Roper,  seconded  by  G.  P.  Dykes,  that  Elder 
Lewis  Robbins  take  die  Presidency  of  this  Conference  assembled — carried. 

Moved  byJElder  Robbins,  seconded  by  Elder  Brewerton,  that  Elder  W.  S. 
Myers  be  Conference  Secretary,  and  that  J.  V.  Long  be  Reporter  for  the  day — 
oarried. 

Elder  Roper  then  read,  and  the  choir  sung  the  first  hymn;  Prayer  was 
offered  by  President  Robbins  after  which  the  choir  sung  the  bymn  on  the  I60th 
page. 

President  Robbins  then  arose  and  said — Brethren,  Sisters,  and  Friends,  I re- 
joice in  the  privilege  of  meeting  with  you  this  morning.  We  have  met  to  transact 
business  for  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  realizing  that  we  are  held  re- 
sponsible for  all  things  connected  therewith  in  the  ShefBeld  Conference, 
how  careful  ought  we  to  be  ? When  we  raise  the  hand,  we  manifest  that 
we  will  try  all  in  our  power  to  carry  out  what  we  fiiis  day  agree  upon, 
hence  it  is  an  important  thing  to  meet  to  transact  business  for  the  Lord.  It  is 
an  important  thing  to  make  laws,  and  we  make  laws  hy  which  we  have  to  be 
governed.  Some  people  think  that  the  revelations  come  direct  from  the  Lord, 
well,  certainly  they  do,  hut  do  we  not  sanction  them  hy  the  uplifted  hand,  and 
then  they  are  signed  and  sealed,  hence,  fiien,  we  ought  to  be  keepers  of  the  law 
aud  not  law  breakers.  Every  one  that  has  a name  in  the  Church,  I want  to 
vote  either  one  way  or  the  other.  Some  consider  if  they  do  not  vote  they  do 
not  bind  themselves  to  keep,  but  I want  them  to  understand  that  if  they  do  not 
vote  they  are  as  much  bound  as  if  they  had  voted,  aud  therefore  if  they  do  not 
carry  out  the  laws  adopted  by  the  majority,  they  will  be  law  breakers,  and  tire 
Lord  will  have  his  eye  upon  them,  and  hence  the  necessity  of  them  carrying  out 
the  instructions  given  to  the  best  of  their  abilities. 
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We  have  considerable  business  to  do,  and  I want  ns  to  get  through  with  U 
this  forenoon  in  order  that  we  may  lieai  from  the  visiting  brethren.  We  have 
brother  Dykes  with  us,  and  want  to  hear  as  much  as  possible  from  him,  for  he  is 
not  always  with  us,  but  we  are  mostly  here. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  put  to  the  Meeting  and  adopted: — 

1st.  That  we  acknowledge  and  sustain  Brigham  Young  as  President  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day-Saints  in  all  the  world,  and  Heber  C. 
Kimball  and  Willard  Kichards  as  his  counsellors. 

2nd  That  we  sustain  the  twelve  Apostles  as  the  travelling  high  council  in  all 
the  world. 

3rd  That  we  sustain  Franklin  D.  Richards  as  President  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day-Saints  in  the  British  Isles,  and  G.  B.  Wallace  and 
Levi  Richards  as  his  counsellors. 

4tii  That  we  sustain  Eiders  John  Taylor,  Erastus  Snow,  and  Lorenzo  Snow, 
aud  those  associated  with  them,  by  our  faith,  prayers,  and  means. 

5th  That  we  sustain  Lewis  Robbins  as  President  of  the  Sheffield  Conference 
by  our  faith,  prayers,  and  means. 

6th  That  we  sustain  and  uphold  Elder  J.  V.  Long  of  the  Sheffield  District, 
Elder  W.  Brewerton  of  the  Notiingham  district,  Elder  J.  T.  Hardy  of  the  Mans- 
field district,  and  Elder  G E.  Taylor  of  the  Chesterfield  district. 

7ih  That  we  sustain  Elders  G.  Bramwell,  J.  B.  Milner,  and  C.  Longson 
as  travelling  Elders  under  the  directions  of  the  Presidents  of  their  respective 
districts. 

8th  That  Elder  James  M.  Works  travel  in  this  conference  under  the  direction 
of  the  President. 

9tb  That  the  saints  at  Cateliffe  be  detached  from  the  Woodliouse  branch,  and 
organized  into  a branch  to  be  called  the  Cateliffe  branch,  and  that  Elder  George 
Walker  preside  over  the  same. 

10th  That  the  saints  at  Aston  be  detached  fiom  the  Woodhouse  branch  and 
organized  into  a branch  to  be  called  the  Aston  branch,  and  that  Elder  Parkes 
preside  over  the  same. 

lltli  That  the  Scholes  branch  he  henceforth  known  as  the  Chapeltown  branch. 

12th  That  the  Chesterfield  branch  be  divided,  aud  that  all  the  saints  living  at 
Brampton  and  Holymoor-side  be  orgairized  into  a branch  to  be  called  the 
Brampton  branch,  and  that  Elder  Charles  Marsden  preside  over  the  same. 

13tb  That  the  saints  at  Calow  be  organized  into  a branch  to  be  called  the 
Calow  branch,  and  that  James  Me. Gregor  preside  over  the  same. 

14th  That  the  saints  at  Mansfield  Woodhouse  be  organized  into  a branch  to' 
be  known  as  the  Mansfield  Woodhouse  branch,  and  that  Joseph  Stapleton  preside 

15th  That  the  saints  at  Swanick  be  organized  into  a branch  to  be  known  as- 
the  Swanick  branch,  and  that  Thomas  Wardle  preside  over  the  same. 

After  the  above  Resolutions  were  passed.  Elder  Hardy  arose  and  said  tliat  he  in 
company  with  Elder  Long  having  been  appointed  to  audit  the  General  Book 
Agent’s  Accounts  had  great  satisfaction  in  stating  to  the  Conference  that  they 
were  found  correct,  and  that  the  books  on  hand  and  the  debts  standing  out  were 
equivalent  to  the  demands  at  the  office. 

Elder  Dykes  then  arose  and  said — Brethren  and  Sisters — I shall  be  very  short 
indeed  not  to  intrude  upon  your  time  as  perhaps  I shall  have  the  opportunity  of 
addressing  you  again,  but  allow  me  to  thank  God  for  being  permitted  to  meet  with 
the  Sheffield  Saints  again.  And  now  permit  me  to  make  a few  remarks  on  lo- 
cal officers.  It  is  a very  light  thing  to  sustain  the  Twelve  and  those  who  are 
travelling  from  nation  to  nation,  whom  we  have  probably  in  our  midst,  but  once  a 
year.  If  a Sister  comes  to  visit  you,  you  will  then  have  a cup  of  tea  better  than 
usual ; so  it  is  with  us  by  visiting  brethren,  and  so  it  was  in  days  of  old,  the 
Saints  thought  a little  better  of  those  in  a foreign  land  ; but  it  is  for  us  to  sus- 
tain those  in  our  midst,  and  if  we  do  not,  it  is  possible  we  may  fall  short  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  principles  of  eternal  life.  I want  to  see  this  in  all  the  Confer- 
ences and  branches,  that  there  may  not  be  an  officer  in  any  branch  or  Conference 
that  you  will  adhere  to  more  than  to  your  own  officers,  and  this  is  the  order 
and  will  of  God.  I know  how  it  is,  for  I have  had  the  charge  of  both  Conferences 
and  branches,  and  when  a man  is  constantly  with  you  he  has  to  chastise  you, 
but  this  is  quite  necessary  for  the  people  of  God.  We  may,  as  I said  of  the 
cup  of  tea,  make  strange  comparisons  to  illustrate  great  principles  ; the  mother 
wil  correct  the  child  when  it  is  astray,  but  not  with  an  intention  to  harm  it,  but 
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to  make  it  better.  And  so  it  is  when  your  President  may  chastise  any  of  you 
he  does  it  for  your  good,  and  this  you  will  learn  hereafter.  So  then  in  all  things 
we  should  have  the  spirit  of  charity,  for  this  is  the  will  of  God  concerning  us. 
Also  the  Presidents  of  branches  should  be  sustained  as  well  as  others,  and  they 
will  then  give  a word  in  due  season,  and  whether  it  be  a word  of  admonition  or 
reproof  it  will  be  for  our  good,  therefore  we  should  carry  it  out. 

Hear  these  things  and  follow  them  out,  and  you  will  be  blessed  by  your  Pre- 
sident, and  have  increased  confidence  in  him,  and  in  all  the  Elders  in  your  midst, 
and  inasmuch  as  these  things  are  in  the  heart,  we  shall  overcome  all  things  in 
the  latter  days,  and  we  shall  come  up  in  our  saviour’s  kingdom. — ••  He  that  hath 
ears  to  hear,  Jet  him  hear.” 

President  Robbins— T wish  to  make  a few  remarks  on  the  subject_  of  Book 
Agency.  I wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  in  all  the  branches  of  this  Confer- 
ence, that  each  branch  is  responsible  for  all  the  Books,  Stars,  &c.  sent  to  the 
respective  agent  of  each  branch.  Therefore  the  Brethren  need  not  think  of  re- 
turning their  unsold  Stars  and  Tracts.  This  Conference  takes  2000  Stars,  which 
is  only  one  each,  and  I presume  that  there  are  some,  who  arc  worth  money,  so 
poor  that  they  cannot  afford  to  buy  one.  1 wish  1 knew  their  names.  Such  in- 
dividuals as  cannot  afford  one  penny  for  a Star  know  very  little  about  the.spirit 
of  the  Lord,  or  the  great  work  of  the  last  days.  I want  all  the  saints  to  take  the 
Stars,  for  they  are  as  precious  to  tliem  as  any  of  the  rest  of  the  revelations  of 
God.  And  if  you  have  au  overplus  of  Stars  or  Tracts,  form  Tract  Societies, 
and  distribute  among  the  people  the  printed  word,  for  thereby  you  will  be  the 
means  of  doing  much  good.  There  are  some  men  who  come  into  the  church 
and  leave  their  money  outside,  such  characters  are  sure  to  go  out  again  after  their 
money,  for  they  make  Gold  their  God.  I want  the  Elders  when  they  baptize 
anybody  who  are  worth  money,  to  baptize  their  money  also,  for  if  you  do  not 
you  are  sure  to  loose  them,  and  never  bring  any  body  into  the  church  under  the 
idea  that  our  religion  will  not  cost  any  thing,  for  persons  brought  in  under  this 
idea  are  never  of  any  use  to  the  church,  nor  their  money  either. 

The  Secretary  then  read  over  the  Reports  of  the  various  Branches,  after  which 
President  Robbins  gave  out  and  the  choir  sung  the  hymn  on  the  1 24  page,  and 
the  meeting  was  dismissed  by  benediction  from  Elder  Brewerton. 


’THE  ELDERS’  HYMN. 

O,  Come,  come  away,  from  friends  and  home  receding, 

From  Zion’s  light  our  hearts  delight,  0 come,  come  away, 
The  gospel  trump  we’re  call’d  to  blow. 

That  the  meek  and  bumble  all  may  know 
That  God ’s  with  man  below.  O come,  come  away. 

O come  to  the  world  where  darkness  is  prevailing. 

Were  all  is  strife,  contentions,  rife,  0 come,  come  away, 

And  tell  the  news  that  God  to  man 
Has  sent  the  ancient  gospel  plan 
That  Saints  all  may  be  one.  0 come,  come  away. 

O come,  come  away,  the  hai-vest  now  is  ripening, 

And  men  do  fear,  that  something’s  near,  0 come,  come  away. 
Perplexity  does  fill  the  heart, 

And  signs  appearing,  wise  men  start, 

Up  Elders,  liglit  impai-t.  0 come,  come  away. 

0 come,  come  away,  where  pestilence  is  stalking 
Abroad  the  land,  heaven’s  command,  0 come,  come  away ; 
How  pleasant  ’tis  for  to  proclaim 
Deliverance  is  sent  again, 

To  which  God’s  pledg’d  his  name.  0 come,  come  away. 
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AFTERNOON  SERVICE. 

The  Meeting  was  opened  by  singing  the  hymn  on  the  302  page,  and  prayer 
by  Elder  G.  E.  Taylor,  after  which  the  choir  sung  the  hymn  on  the  85  page. 

President  Robbins  then  arose  and  said — I have  a little  instruction  to  give  in 
relation  to  this  great  work  in  which  we  are  engaged.  All  things  connected  with 
God’s  dealings  with  man  are  for  his  benefit  and  good,  and  there  are  very  few  men 
upon  the  earth  but  what  realize  the  necessity  of  something  being  done  to  ame- 
liorate the  condition  of  mankind,  and  bring  them  back  to  that  state  which 
they  were  in  formerly  ; but  how  to  get  at  this  is  the  difficulty  with  them.  One 
considers  one  way,  and  another  a different  way  to  be  right,  and  many  of  them 
are  very  honest  in  their  way.  and  you  perceive  that  the  spirit  of  division  predo- 
minates amongst  them,  and  the  reason  is  they  lack  the  one  thing  needful — the 
principle  of  immediate  revelation  from  God,  which  is  the  great  principle  of  com- 
munication between  God  and  man.  If  men  had  the  revelations  of  God  given  to 
them  from  day  to  day,  they  would  be  united  in  all  things  pertaining  to  the  gos- 
pel of  Jesus  Christ.  We  ought  to  rejoice,  then,  seeing  that  we  can  behold  the 
holy  priesthood  restored  with  all  its  attendant  gifts  and  blessings.  It  gives  power 
to  commune  with  God  the  father  and  Jesus  Christ  the  mediator  of  the  covenant. 
And  this  is  what  we  the  Latter  Day  Saints  want  to  know  and  understand,  even 
God,  whom  to  know  is  life  eternal.  But  mankind  are  not  always  willing  to  be 
blessed  when  the  opportunity  is  presented  to  them,  and  why  is  it  so  ? it  is  be- 
cause they  are  afraid  that  the  message  is  not  from  the  Lord,  and  they  are  not 
willing  to  go  to  work  and  prove  it  for  themselves;  hence  they  call  for  signs  to 
convince  them  that  God  req^uires  the  laws  of  his  kingdom  to  be  obeyed  now,  as 
anciently.  What  a gross  inconsistency. 

There  are  some  other  things  that  I wish  to  speak  about  now.  One  is  the  perpe- 
tual Emigration  Fund.  You  know  the  Latter  Day  Saints  believe  in  emigration. 
They  believe  in  going  to  a land  where  they  can  stand  in  holy  places,  and  have 
the  blessings  of  God  temporally  and  spiritually  ; and  the  first  presidency  of  this 
Church  have  through  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost  instituted  this  perpetual 
fund  for  the  benefit  of  whom  ? Why  both  the  rich  and  poor,  that  the  rich  may 
help  the  poor  to  gather  to  the  land  of  Zion,  that  they  may  reap  the  benefits  of  the 
holy  priesthood,  which  is  after  the  order  of  the  Son  of  God.  This  fund  is  open 
to  both  rich  and  poor,  but  it  is  more  particularly  for  the  rich  who  have  plenty 
to  spare,  but  as  I said  this  morning  with  reference  to  the  rich,  there  are  some  who 
come  into  the  Church  and  leave  their  money  behind,  and  then  as  a matter  of 
course  they  have  to  go  out  to  fetch  it  j but  to  those  who  have  faith  and  obey  the 
gospel,  God  has  made  a promise  of  four-fold  even  to  those  who  give  to  the  poor, 
for  they,  say  the  scriptures,  lend  to  the  Lord.  And  the  rich  will  not  only  get  the 
Lord’s  blessings,  but  they  will  get  the  blessings  of  the  poor,  for  they  will  remem- 
ber them  before  the  Lord  day  and  night  in  the  heights  of  Zion,  and  if  the  fervent 
effectual  prayer  of  one  righteous  person  avail  much  before  the  Lord,  how  much  more 
BO  will  the  prayers  of  many  righteous  avail  ? It  is  the  privilege  of  the  poor  to 
give  to  this  fund,  and  if  they  do  what  they  can  their  offering  is  just  as  acceptable 
as  the  offering  of  those  who  give  their  thousands.  The  widow’s  mite  was  accept- 
able, and  it  was  said  she  had  given  more  than  they  all.  I wish  the  Saints  to  un- 
derstand that  it  takes  means  to  carry  on  the  work  of  God.  What  says  one,  does 
the  Lord  want  means  ? Yes,  it  takes  means  to  carry  on  the  work  of  God  ; recol- 
lect the  Lord  helps  those  who  help  themselves.  He  requires  us  to  lend  our 
means  for  the  rolling  forth  of  his  ww-k,  for  he  is  not  going  to  bring  foUh  the 
bidden  treasures  of  the  earth  until  he  has  tried  them  to  see  if  they  will  bring 
their  means  to  help  to  roll  forth  his  great  and  marvellous  work. 

Well,  we  have  done  a little  for  this  fund,  but  I believe  that  for  the  last  three 
months  it  has  been  almost  standing  still ; but  now  we  want  to  commence  afresh, 
and  we  dont  want  the  poor  to  think  that  they  will  be  despised  if  they  do  not  put 
in  every  penny,  by  no  means  ; but  we  wish  the  rich  to  give  liberally  that  they  may 
he  a blessing  to  the  poor,  and  in  return  they  receive  blessings  from  the  Lord. 

President  Robbins  then  gave  an  account  of  the  Conference  fund  which  he  had 
received  since  the  first  of  January,  1851.  He  also  noticed  the  sum  of  £10  178, 
which  had  been  collected  in  a few  of  the  Branches  and  sent  to  his  children.  He 
thanked  the  Lord  and  the  saints  for  their  kindness,  and  asked  the  blessings  of 


the  Lord  upon  those  who  had  contributed  their  mites  for  the  benefit  of  his  mo* 
therless  children. 

Elder  W.  Brewerton  then  arose  and  said— Brethern  and  Sisters— I feel  happy 
this  day  in  being  permitted  to  meet  with  you  in  the  capacity  of  a Conference  to 
transact  business  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  Church  ot  Jesus  Christ  which 
he  has  established  in  these  latter  days.  I feel  it  to  be  an  important  situation  to 
hold  the  presidency  of  a district  in  this  Conference,  to  govern,  to  uphold  the  people 
in  the  principles  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  for  whatever  is  connected  with  this 
Church  is  great,  is  important,  and  although  there  is  a sacrifice  to  make  at  the 
first  when  we  join  this  Church,  yet  when  there  is  a sacrifice  to  make  there  always 
flows  a blessing  from  it  which  causes  the  Saints  to  rejoice.  The  doctrine  of 
modern  Christendom  is  that  great  sacrifices  are  not  necessary  now,  but  the  Psalm- 
ist David  in  speaking  of  the  gathering  in  the  last  days,  says  “ gather  together  my 
people  who  have  made  a covenant  with  me  by  sacrifice,”  and  to  thoroughly 
carry  out  the  work  of  God  will  require  a sacrifice  of  our  feelings  and  all  that  is 
dear  unto  us,  for  we  are  called  upon  to  serve  the  Lord  out  God,  with  all  our 
hearte,  and  all  will  have  to  do  this  who  enter  into  the  celestial  kingdom  of  God. 

With  regard  to  the  district  in  which  1 am  called  to  labour  since  we  last  met 
together  in  conference  we  have  been  visited  by  storms  and  tempests,  but  still 
the  work  is  onward.  According  to  the  reports  given  in,  there  has  been  some- 
thing like  100  added  by  baptism. 

We  have  done  another  work  which  was  necessary.  We  have  been  succesful 
in  removing  some  who  were  unfit  for  this  work,  spirits  which  were  never  com- 
fortable only  when  they  were  miserable.  We  do  not  speak  thus  because  we  re- 
joice in  the  downfall  of  any  body,  but  it  is  the  spirit  that  men  are  possessed  with 
that  we  want  to  be  rid  of  when  they  do  not  do  right. 

We  have  good  prospects  for  the  future.  At  present  I am  the  only  one  labour- 
ing in  the  Nottingham  district,  but  I am  of  opinion  that  if  I had  some  faithful 
individual  to  go  with  me,  we  could  rejoice  together  and  accomplish  a great 
work.  The  people  require  the  gospel  laying  before  them  in  plainness.  We 
have  them  to  warn  and  we  intend  to  do  a good  portion  of  the  work  this  year, 
I therefore  hope  by  the  next  Conference  to  be  able  to  report  a greater  good.  We 
must  not  loose  sight  of  out  prospects  then,  but  we  must  look  before  us  to  the 
gathering  of  the  Saints.  Therefore  let  us  not  be  daunted,  because  some  turn 
away  from  the  truth,  for  we  learn  that  in  ancient  times  eight  out  of  ten  spake 
against  the  God  of  Israel.  What  shall  we  do  then  ? Why  I will  say  with  one  of 
old,  “ as  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  c-erve  the  Lord,”  for  we  know  that  the 
Lord  has  his  servants  upon  the  earth,  and  that  he  has  appointed  a place  for  the 
deliverance  of  his  Saints,  and  we  expect  to  stand  there  and  rejoice  with  our  bre- 
thren, when  the  chaff  shall  be  blown  away. 

ElderG.E.  Taylor  said— Beloved  Brethren,  Sisters,  and  Friends— In  rising  this 
afternoon  to  address  you,  or  make  some  statements  relative  to  the  district  over 
which  the  last  Conference  placed  me,  it  is  with  feelings  of  pleasure  that  I do 
so,  and  thanks  to  God,  my  heavenly  father,  that  I have  a standing  amongst  thesaints 
of  the  most  high,  amongst  the  redeemed  of  Israel,  whose  hope  if  faithful  shall  not  be 
cutoff.  Whatever  maybe  the  difficulties,  whatever  may  be  the  turmoil,  inas- 
much as  we  have  been  buried  with  Christ  by  baptism,  and  keep  faithful,  our  re- 
ward is  sure. 

As  regards  the  district  in  which  I have  been  labouring  for  the  last  six  months, 
it  is  in  a thriving  condition.  We  have  baptized  50  in  the  Chesterfield  Branch 
alone,  and  a proportionate  number  in  other  branches. 

With  regard  to  money  matters,  I wish  to  take  the  opportunity  of  saying  that 
I shall  see  that  our  beloved  President  lacks  nothing  as  far  as  my  district  is  con- 
cerned. 

When  I first  went  into  the  district  I used  the  wisdon  that  God  gave  me,  and  I 
can  say  that  the  officers  have  been  united  with  me  in  all  things,  with  one  excep- 
tion there  has  not  been  an  opposing  spirit,  and  I look  forward  to  the  time  when 
many  of  them  will  receive  the  priesthood,  which  is  after  the  order  of  an  endless 
life.  In  connection  with  our  council,  I may  say  that  we  have  established  a Tract 
Society  for  our  district,  and  it  is  operating  very  well. 

I have  got  two  travelling  Elders  out  with  me  now,  aud  therefore  I anticipate 
having  to  report  something  more  favourable  the  next  half-year. 
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1 can  say  the  saints  where  1 have  been  labouring  have  done  well  towards  my 
support,  for  I have  not  lacked  anything,  neither  do  I expect  to  lack  anything  in 
the  future.  May  the  blessing  of  God  rest  npon  us  continually  through  Jesus 
Cbrish.  Amen. 

Elder  J.  T.  Hardy  next  addressed  the  audience  as  follows  Brethren  and 
Sisters,  I esteem  this  a privilege  along  with  the  rest  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
standing  before  you  this  afternoon  to  say  a few  words.  I think  there  is  no  one 
feels  his  own  weakness  more  than  I,  but  as  Elder  Dykes  said  this  morning,  if  I 
know  of  simple  things,  of  them  I will  speak  in  order  that  I may  benefit  my 
fellow  mortals  who  sit  in  darkness. 

Six  months  since  I was  appointed  to  preside  over  the  Mansfield  District  of 
this  conference,  and  1 can  say  with  the  rest  of  the  brethren,  that  the  priesthood 
has  been  united  with  me  to  roll  forth  the  work  of  the  Lord.  We  have  baptized 
a few  in  each  branch  of  the  district,  and  I may  here  add.  have  not  cut  many  off. 

With  reference  to  future  prospects,  there  is  a good  field  of  labour,  and  I be- 
lieve many  will  yet  embrace  the  truth  in  that  vicinity.  It  is  true  there  are  some 
persons  who  oppose  the  truth  in  my  district  as  well  as  all  others;  but  their 
sayings  and  Msertions  do  not  prove  the  work  not  to  be  of  God.  We  come  forth 
declaring  that  God  has  spoken  from  the  heavens,  and  that  people  have  the  op- 
portunity of  proving  for  themselves  the  truth  orfallacy  of  the  doctrines  weadvocate. 
The  saints  have  proved  this.  They  know  that  the  work  is  of  God,  and  this  causes 
the  hearts  of  those  to  rejoice  who  labour  in  the  ministry;  for  by  this  they  know 
that  their  labour  is  acknowledged  of  God,  and  hence  we  can  go  forth  with  renewed 
energy  and  power  to  accomplish  the  great  designs  of  the  Almighty.  I entertain  a 
hope  that  at  the  end  of  the  next  six  ntonths  we  shall  be  able  to  report  more  bap- 
tisms than  we  have  this  conference.  As  respects  lacking  anything,  the  saints 
have  taken  care  that  I lacked  nothing.  I desire  an  interest  in  your  prayers,  that 
I may  be  enabled  to  do  the  work  allotted  to  me,  which  is  ray  constant  prayer 
through  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

Elder  J.  V.  Long  then  arose  and  said— Brethren  and  Sisters,  I rejoice  this 
afternoon  to  have  the  privilege  of  standing  before  you  to  make  a few  remarks. 
With  respect  to  my  field  of  labour,  I have  many  things  to  say.  Was  I to  give  a 
particular  account  of  my  district,  I should  report  bad  news  as  well  as  good,  but 
for  the  most  part  it  is  in  a good  condition.  There  have  been  a few  difiiculties  in 
one  or  two  of  the  branches  since  we  last  assembled  in  conference,  but  all  things 
are  now  being  amicably  settled,  and  a spirit  of  union  predominates  with  the 
priesthood.  There  may  be  a few  exceptions  to  this,  hut  the  general  feeling 
among  the  priesthood  is,  to  do  as  they  are  told.  Wherever  you  find  a spirit  of 
disunion  in  a branch,  you  may  always  trace  it  back  to  some  of  the  officers ; for 
those  uneasy  fault-finding  spirits  who,  Lucifer-like,  are  always  trj'ing  to  pull 
somebody  down  in  order  to  build  themselves  up,  generally  make  their  first  at- 
tacks on  the  priesthood,  and  from  them  go  the  narcotic  influence  among  the  saints. 
And  whenever  you  see  a man  get  a spirit  of  opposition  to  the  living  priesthood, 
you  may  safely  calculate  that  unless  he  repeats,  it  will  lead  him  to  the  devil,  for 
no  mail  can  stand  that  will  not  pay  all  due  deference  to  the  authorities  of  this 
Church.  But  those  characters  always  _prq/css  to  think  they  are  doing  right,  and 
they  will  put  the  magnifying  glass  (the  large  end  towards  them)  to  their  eyes 
which  will  bear  them  out  in  the  idea.  This  is  quite  a common  practice. 

Webelievein  doing  right  ail  the  time  in  this  Church;  for  we  are  taught  what  the 
law  is,  and  ihe  penalty  to  be  inflicted  on  those  who  transgress  the  law ; and  as  was 
observed  by  president  Robbins  in  council  last  night,  we  go  in  for  both  law  and 
justice,  and  not  after  the  way  of  the  world,  ail  law  and  no  justice.  If  the  author-' 
ities  of  this  Church  say  to  me  go  and  do  this  or  that,  I go  to  work  and  do  it,  for  I 
place  implicit  confidence  in  them  ; therefore  I do  not  require  everything  to  be 
proved  from  the  Bible  before  I can  work  at  it.  I am  fully  convinced  that  the 
time  will  come  when  we  shall  be  governed  by  the  living  priesthood,  I feel  to 
cultivate  that  spirit  which  will  prepare  me  for  this  kind  of  government ; fori 
want  to  have  my  name  clean  on  the  church  records  upon  earth,  and  then  I shall 
not  fear  there  being  anything  against  me  in  the  rec.ords  which  are  kept  in  heaven. 

I may  further  say  with  reference  to  my  field  of  labour,  that  for  the  last  two 
months  I have  been  assisted  by  Elder  G.  Bramwell,  and  I could  do  very  well  with 
two  more,  one  for  Tickhill,  Bawtry,  Blyth,  and  vicinity,  and  another  for  Barnsley 


r 


and  vicinity.  There  ate  very  good  prospects  in  those  places,  and  if  we  had  about 
fifty  pounds  to  lay  out  in  tracts,  we  could  accomplish  a great  work.  I have  got  a 
promise  of  ten  pounds  for  the  spread  of  the  work,  and  if  any  other  of  out  wealthy 
brethren  will  volunteer  to  give  ten  pounds,  I promise  to  put  it  out  to  usury  for 
them.  It  is  my  delight  to  lay  before  the  people  the  plan  of  salvation — to  herald 
forth  the  principles  of  eternal  life.  May  the  blessings  of  the  new  covenant  be  our 
portion  henceforth  and  for  ever.  Amen. 

Elder  J.  M.  Works  was  then  called  upon  and  said ; — Brethren  and  Sisters,  I 
can  say  that  I have  felt  to  rejoice  this  afternoon  in  hearing  the  statements  that 
have  been  made  by  the  Presidents  of  Districts,  the  President  of  the  Conference, 
and  others  who  have  spoksn  to  you  this  day.  I have  visited  all  the  Branches 
with  the  Presidents  of  districts,  and  they  are  worthy  of  their  high  and  holy  calling, 
for  they  are  doing  all  they  can  for  the  rolling  forth  of  the  work  of  God.  There 
is  a spirit  of  unity  and  perseverence  amongst  the  priesthood,  and  they  are  like- 
wise endeavouring  to  spread  abroad  a knowledge  of  the  principles  of  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ.  There  is  nothing  to  hinder  the  work  from  rolling  on,  for  the 
saints  are  determined  to  do  as  they  are  told.  The  people  begin  to  look  upon  the 
saints  in  a very  different  light  from  what  they  have  done  heretofore,  and  hence 
we  anticipate  that  where  prejudice  has  existed,  the  principles  of  truth  will  ere 
long  shine  forth  in  all  their  radiance  and  splendour  to  the  honour  and  glory  of 
God. 

I thank  the  saints  for  what  they  have  done  for  me.  They  have  supplied  me 
with  means  to  travel  in  the  Conference,  so  that  I have  lacked  nothing;  neither 
have  I spared  any  pains  to  roll  forth  the  work  of  God ; therefore  I expect  that 
my  labours  will,  ere  long,  be  made  manifest.  I know  that  we  have  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  they  have  been  made  known  by  the 
visitation  of  Angels  to  Joseph  Smith,  who  has  now  stepped  behind  the  vail; 
but  his  mantle  has  fallen  upon  others  who  are  carrying  those  principles  to  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth.  Let  us  be  faithful  to  our  covenant  engagements,  and 
we  shall  receive  wisdom  and  intelligence  to  cause  our  hearts  to  rejoice  in  the 
things  of  the  Kingdom  of  God — blessings  that  the  world  cannot  receive.  Ee- 
member  that  this  is  not  a work  of  to  day  only,  but  it  is  a work  of  time  and  of 
eternity  ; and  providing  we  hearken  to  the  priesthood,  and  carry  out  their  teach- 
ings, we  shall  gain  salvation,  temporal  and  spiritual  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Inasmuch  then  as  we  have  received  some  of  the  blessings  of  the  Lord,  let  us  go 
on  that  he  may  bless  us  more  abundantly,  and  speedily  gather  us  to  the  body  of 
the  church  in  the  vallies  of  north  America. 

There  is  no  power  that  can  thwart  the  work  of  God,  and  those  who  attempt 
will  find  that  God  has  given  keys  and  powers  to  man  which  the  world  cannot 
destroy — they  may  try  but  it  will  be  in  vain.  They  have  driven  us  from  Jackson 
county,  from  Clay  County,  and  thenfromCaldwell’County,  right  out  of  the  State 
of  Missouri.  They  have  killed  our  Pbophei  and  Seer  and  many  others,  for 
the  testimony  which  they  bore  of  the  work  of  God;  but  their  spirits  still  live, 
and  have  gone  “ to  plead  the  cause  of  Zion  m the  courts  above.” 

My  prayer  is  that  the  blessings  of  God  may  attend  you,  even  so,  Amen. 

The  choir  then  sung,  “ Hark  ! listen  to  the  trumpeters,”  etc,  and  the  meeting 
was  dismissed  by  Elder  Dykes. 

At  half-past  Six,  p.m.,  the  Meeting  was  opened  by  singing  and  prayer,  after 
which  the  President  introduced  to  the  Meeting  Elder  G.  P.  Dykes,  who  deliver- 
ed the  following  discourse. 

I may  say  for  the  first,  that  I have  been  much  edified  to  day,  and  am  pleased 
to  see  file  good  order  of  your  Conference,  and  the  business  manner  in  which  you 
do  up  things  here.  I have  admired  the  oneness  of  spirit  that  has  characterized 
all  your  business  transactions  this  day.  To  me  it  has  been  delightful.  The 
spirit  of  your  President  has  caused  me  to  rejoice,  seeing  him  dispatch  business 
in  a few  hours  that  sometimes  occupies  two  or  three  days ; but  I perceive  that  he 
has  taught  you  to  play  all  your  tunes  to  the  short  meter. 

I would  say  to  those  in  the  church  as  I said  this  forenoon,  take  heed  to  the  in- 
structions of  those  officers,  who  are  appointed  to  teach,  and  as  brother  Long  ob- 
served this  afternoon,  follow  out  all  the  teachings  of  the  living  priesthood  ; but  I 
will  not  detain  you  longer  on  these  subjects,  nor  will  I occupy  your  time  widi  a 
detail  of  my  travels  amongst  strangers  in  a foreign  land.  I will  merely  observe 
that  it  would  rejoice  your  souls  to  hear  our  newly  adopted  Brethren  and  Sisters 
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in  Denmark  pray,  although  in  a strange  language  ; — to  hear  them  pray  for  Zion 
and  the  authorities  of  tliis  church  would  truly  rejoice  your  souls.  The  work  of 
the  Lord  is  progressing  in  that  land,  and  it  is  progressing  here  and  will  continue 
to  progress  until  that  time  when  He  shall  come  to  reign  whose  right  it  is.  The 
power  ol  God  increases  with  us,  and  the  opposite  power  increases  also,  and  will 
continue  to  increase,  until  our  Lord  shall  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet, — When 
the  kingdom  and  the  greatness  of  the  kingdom  under  the  whole  heavens  will  be 
given  to  the  saints  of  the  Most  High  for  an  eternal  possession. 

The  scriptures  ask  a very  important  question  relative  to  the  coming  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  in  the  fullness  of  time,  viz ; — “ When  he  comes 
shall  he  find  faith  on  the  earth”  ? I will  say  for  myself  that  I intend  to  seciu'e 
the  fa  ih  here  spoken  of,  in  order  that  I may  escape  the  consuming  fire  which 
will  be  round  about  him — that  I may  be  found  acceptable  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  s 
second  coming.  T will  say  this  evening  with  reference  to  the  question  proposed, 
that  there  will  be  such  faith  on  the  earth  as  has  not  been  found  upon  the  face 
thereof  in  any  former  dispensation.  There  was  great  and  mighty  faith  in  the 
days  of  Abraham,,  but  it  was  such  as  the  powers  of  darkness  could  triumph  over. 
There  was  great  faith  in  the  days  of  Moses,  such  as  caused  the  mighty  waters  to 
divide,  and  a numerous  people  walked  over  dry  shod.  There  was  such  faith  as 
caused  the  mountains  to  tremble,  and  the  water  to  spring  forth  from  the  flinty 
rock.  It  was  such  faith  as  brought  down  roauna  from  heaven  to  feed  Israel  in 
tlie  wilderness — but  it  was  not  such  faith  as  is  now  upon  the  earth— it  was  such 
faith  as  the  powers  of  darkness  could  triumph  over.  How  was  it  in  the  days  of 
Joshua  ? We  read  that  Moses  was  commanded  to  lay  his  hands  upon  him,  and 
givehim  some  of  his  honour,  afterwhich  Joshua  obtained  faith  sufficient  to  com- 
mand the  sun  and  moon  to  stand  still;  and  we  find  that  there  was  a successive 
faith  until  the  days  of  our  Saviour,  and  in  that  dispensation  it  cured  all  diseases ; 
but  it  was  such  faith  as  the  powers  of  darkness  could  triumph  over.  The  an- 
cients saw  the  day  when  the  faith  of  the  saints  would  fail  —when  they  would  be 
persecuted  and  tormented,  and  have  to  hide  themselves  in  the  dens  and  caves 
of  the  earth — when  they  would  he  worn  out  witli  persecution.  They  saw  five 
day  when  the  earth  would  be  left  without  those  who  hold  the  keys  to  unlock  the 
principles  of  eternal  life.  They  saw  the  day  when  the  faith  from  the  heavens 
would  be  implanted  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men,  which  would  remain 
for  ever.  The  prophet  Isaiah  saw  the  day  when  this  faith  should  he  restored-— 
when  it  should  not  depart  from  their  seed  until  all  things  be  restored.  This  is 
the  faith  which  is  restored  in  the  last  days,  through  the  principles  of  the  everlast- 
ing gospel.  Our  fathers  who  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  the  gospel  looked  forward 
to  the  day,  when  their  children  would  not  have  faitli  to  call  the  revelations  and 
blessings  of  the  gospel  of  Ohrist  from  the  heavens ; but  the  day  of  darkness  is 
over,  and  the  word  which  is  now  revealed  will  never  depart  from  the  Saints,  nor 
from  their  seed,  nor  their  seed’s  seed,  unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation,  nei- 
ther will  it  ever  departfrom  the  earth.  Wherefore,  as  one  of  old  said,  those  things 
which  have  been  kept  secret  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  will  he  revealed 
until  the  knowledge  of  God  shall  cover  the  earth,  as  the  waters  cover  the  great 
deep.  Therefore,  I would  say,  as  said  the  prophet  Isaiali  “ speak  comfortably  to 
Jerusalem,”  for  the  day  of  her  warfare  is  nearly  over.  The  day  of  her  deliverance 
is  nigh  at  hand ; for  the  promise  now  is,  that  the  priesthood  shall  remain  upon 
the  earth  until  the  sons  of  Levi  offer  an  acceptable  offering  unto  the  Lord. 
Hence  we  infer  tliat  it  will  remain  with  the  seed  of  promise  throughout  all  their 
generations,  because  the  time  of  the  binding  of  Satan  is  near.  When  he  shall 
be  bound  for  a thousand  years,  so  that  he  wilt  have  no  power  to  tempt  men  vintil 
a thousand  years  are  expired;  when  he  will  again  be  let  loose  for  a little  season, 
and  will  gather  up  his  army,  Gog  and  Magog,  the  number  of  whom  are  as  the 
sands  upon  the  sea  shore.  They  are  they,  who  are  not  destroyed  when  Jesus 
comes  in  flaming  fire,  who  were  not  righteous  enough  to  be  caught  up  with  the 
Saints,  neither  sufficiently  wicked  to  be  cut  off.  Therefore,  they  are  permitted  to 
remain,  with  a commandment  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem  once  a year  to  worship.  And 
says  the  prophet  Zecbariah,  “ whoso  will  not  come  up  to  worship  the  King,  the 
Lord  of  hosts,  even  upon  them  shall  be  no  rain.”  And  this  shall  be  their  punish- 
ment; but  satan  will  have  no  power  over  them  or  their  seed  to  tempt  them  dur- 
ing the  thousand  years.  Therefore,  they  will  act  upon  their  own  agency.  But 
when  he  is  again  let  loose  he  will  gather  them  together  to  fight  against  the  saints. 
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but  in  this  attack  he  will  be  mistaken,  for  they  will  have  become  so  strong  and 
powerful,  that  they  call  fire  down  from  heaven,  and  it  devours  their  enemies.  So 
that  this  is  the  word  of  comfort  we  have  to  the  saints,  that  this  faith  will  never  be 
taken  from  them  nor  their  seed,  but  will  remain  on  the  earth  forever  and  ever. 
For  what  the  Lord  has  said  will  surely  come  to  pass.  Thus  we  see  that  the  Soii 
of  man  will  find  faith  on  the  earth,  when  he  comes;  and  I hope  he  will  find 
faith  in  my  bosom,  and  in  the  bosoms  of  all  who  are  this  evening  within  the 
sound  of  my  voice. 

It  is  so  ordered  in  the  economy  of  God,  that  there  will  be  (in  some  nations) 
one  of  a family,  and  two  of  a city,  who  will  be  fully  saved  in  the  celestial  king- 
dom. where  he  will  feed  them  and  give  them  pastors  after  his  own  heart.  When 
we  see  and  understand  what  our  Saviour  has  done  for  the  salvation  of  the  human 
family,  we  shall  rejoice  and  feel  truly  thankful  to  him  for  the  redemption  he  has 
wrought  out  for  us. 

There  are  some  of  the  Saints  who  think  they  cannot  go  to  Zion  on  account  of 
their  poverty,  but  what  is  the  comfort  of  the  gospel  in  these  latter-times  ? Why 
that  they  will  go  by  the  ships  of  Tarshis  to  fetch  them  to  Zion,  and  they  shall 
bring  their  silver  and  gold  with  them ; but  as  the  poor  have  not  much  gold,  there 
wiil  not  be  many  of  them  amongst  this  company;  but  in  the  same  scripture  the 
prophet  says,  “ Who  are  tliese  that  come  as  doves  to  their  windows.”  Therefore 
Jet  the  Saints  rejoice,  for  the  day  of  deliverance  draweth  nigh,  when  the  wrath  of 
God  will  be  poured  out  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  and  no  flesh  shall 
escape  the  judgments  of  an  offended  God.  The  angel  has  already  poured  out  his 
vial  upon  the  sea;  but  the  Saints  will  be  gathered  in  safety  to  Zion,— to  the  hid- 
ing place  of  the  righteous ; for  God  is  indeed  at  the  helm,  and  no  power  can 
stay  his  hand. 

Then  be  not  afraid,  O ye  Saints,  if  poverty  has  come  over  you,  if  indeed  you 
have  suffered  from  affliction ; but  hear  the  cheering  language  of  the  prophet  of 
the  Lord.  “ Arise  and  thresh  0 daughter  of  Zion  : for  I will  make  thine  horn 
iron,  and  I will  make  thy  hoofs  brass : and  thou  shalt  break  in  pieces  many  peo- 
ple : and  I will  consecrate  their  gain  unto  the  Lord,  and  their  substance  unto 
the  Lord  of  the  whole  earth.  Say  ye  further  to  the  daughter  of  Zion,  that  her 
words  shall  go  forth  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.”  Itis  for  us,  then,  to  do  the  work 
allotted  to  us ; for  in  this  way  our  salvation  cometh. 

In  the  latter-days,  says  Jeremiah,  shall  the  Gentiles  come,  and  say  surely  our 
fathers  have  inherited  lies ; vanity  and  things  wherein  there  is  no  profit.  And 
many  will  seek  the  Lord  their  God,  even  amongst  the  Gentiles,  in  the  eleventh 
hour , for  they  can  come  in  at  the  eleventh  hour,  and  have  their  penny  with  those 
who  came  in  earlier.  This  is  the  eleventh  hour ; when  he  will  gather  all  things 
in  one,  both  in  heaven  and  on  earth.  The  Saints  that  are  in  heaven  he  will  bring 
with  him;  they  will  descend  to  the  earth  and  reign  with  him,  even  Jesus  Christ 
their  Lord,  a thousand  years ; and  as  one  said  this  morning,  and  very  properly 
too,  the  law  is  not  written  that  will  govern  the  people  of  God : for  that  which  was 
law  last  year,  will  not  probably  be  the  law  next  year.  Laws  will  change  as  cir- 
cumstances change.  Therefore  the  Saints  wQ]  be  governed  by  the  living  priest- 
hood, and  the  Lord  says,  he  will  write  the  law  in  their  hearts.  Thus  will  life 
and  immortality  be  brought  to  light  through  the  gospel,  to  this  generation  of  the 
people  of  God : through  the  medium  of  the  living  priesthood,  which  is  now  unon 
the  face  of  tlie  earth.  ^ 

The  Bible  is  good,  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  Book  of  Covenants  are  good,  and 
they  all  contain  sublime  truths : but  we  are  not  satisfied  with  these  alone,  neither 
shall  we  rest  satisfied  so  long  as  their  is  one  truth  which  has  not  been  revealed 
to  the  mind  of  man,  for  we  are  to  go  on  from  grace  to  grace,  growing  in  the  know- 
ledge of  the  truth,  until  we  become  perfect  men  and  women  in  Christ  Jesus. 

And  now,  beloved  Saints,  T want  to  reveal  a great  mvstery.  It  is  one  thatwill 
make  the  hearts  of  the  Brethren  rejoice.  What  is  it  will  be  the  enquiry  ? The 
answer  is,  the  accuser  of  the  Brethren  will  shortly  be  cast  down.  He  that  ac- 
cuseth  the  Saints  day  and  night  before  the  Lord.  He  seizes  every  opportunity 
to  accuse  the  Brethren  before  the  Lord ; but  if  you  will  read  the  12th  chapter  of 
the  Revelations  of  John,  you  will  there  find  that  the  time  wiU  come  when  he  shall 
be  cast  down  to  the  earth,  and  have  no  more  power  to  accuse  the  Bretiiren  be- 
fore the  Lord ; and  then  cometh  the  salvation  of  the  Saints  ! 
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I am  aware,  Brethren,  that  we  often  gratify  the  adversary  of  out  souls  by  our 
negligence  and  follies.  Remember  that  it  is  his  busmes3_  to  accuse  the 
Brethren,  when  he  is  doing  this,  he  is,  if  you  please,  working  at  his  trade.  When 
any  of  us  go  to  a brother  or  sister’s  house,  and  go  to  work  pulling  our  brethren 
or  sisters  to  pieces,  we  do  not  think  we  are  pulling  down  the  kingdom  of  God  by 
so  doing ; but  such  is  the  case,  and  it  would  be  better  for  us  if  we  had  amillstone 
about  our  neck,  and  were  cast  into  the  depth  of  the  sea.  Then  see  that  you  do 
not  build  up  the  kindom  of  Satan  by  accusing  the  Brethren.  _ Therefore 
keep  this  secret  from  this  time,  and  treasure  it  up  as  the  most  precious  diamond, 
until  the  accuser  of  the  Brethren  is  cast  down.  'Then  we  shall  have  no  disposi- 
tion to  accuse,  for  when  the  accuser  is  bound,  the  disposition  will  be  bound  also. 

There  is  another  mystery  yet,  about  which  I wish  to  say  a few  words.  It  is  the 
principle  of  charity.  It  is  one  that  will  save  in  the  day  when  our  Saviour  comes 
to  destroy  the  wicked.  When  he  shall  come  in  flaming  fire  to  take  vengence  on 
them  who  know  him  not,  and  obey  not  his  commandments.  It  is  the  principle 
which  tbinketh  no  evil. 

The  prophet  Malachisays,  “ Behold  saith  the  Lord,  I will  send  youElijahthe 
Prophet,  to  turn  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  to  their  children,  and  the  hearts  of  the 
children  to  their  fathers,  &c.”  This  passage  applies  to  those  who  have  gone  before, 
and  not  only  to  them,  but  it  applies  to  you  and  your  families.  See  to  it  then  ye 
that  have  families ; and  if  you  apply  this  principle  of  charity,  the  hearts  of 
your  children  will  he  turned  towards  you,  and  yourpeace  will  never  be  broken  in 
this  world,  or  in  fliat  which  is  to  come. 

Then  I would  say  to  parents,  study  to  know  the  disposition  of  your  children, 
and  hind  their  hearts  to  you  by  the  principle  of  charity,  and  when  you  do  this, 
your  children  are  as  good  in  the  streets  at  night,  as  at  your  fireside  by  day 
light : for  they  will  remember  their  parent’s  instructions  be  where  they  will. 
Therefore,  they  wiU  cherish  this  principle  which  tbinketh  no  evil. 

The  Saviour  says  that  he  came  to  do  the  will  of  his  father,  and  that  he  did 
nothing  hut  what  he  saw  his  father  do,  and  thus  we  see  the  captain  of  our  salva- 
tion guided  in  all  things  by  the  example  of  his  father.  And  we  read  when  he  has 
delivered  up  the  kingdom  to  the  father,  then  shall  the  Son  himself  he  subjectto 
the  father,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all.  We  should  teach  our  children  to  learn  as 
Jacob  learned  of  Isaac.  Let  us  learn  a little  from  a circumstance^  of  him  and 
Laban,  when  they  were  making  a covenant  with  each  other,  they  built  up  a heap 
of  stones,  and  Jacob  swore  by  the  fear  of  his  father  Isaac.  This  was  the  same 
spirit  as  was  manifest  in  theconduct  of  our  Saviour.  Let  the  Saints  aetupon  the 
same  principle  as  Jacob  of  old,  show  doe  reverence  to  their  parents,  and  teach 
the  same  principle  to  their  children,  for  this  is  the  first  commandment  with 
promise.  If  this  is  not  carried  out,  we  may  fear  that  judgments  will  begin  at  the 
house  of  God  first;  but  let  us  endeavour  to  have  it  as  it  was  in  ancient  days, 
that  when  the  distroying  angel  flies  through  the  land,  he  may  pass  hy  us  and 
not  slay  us.  I am  of  course  aware  that  you  cannot  carry  out  the  whole  law 
of  God  here,  and  hence  the  necessity  of  your  gathering  to  Zion_,  where  the 
principle  of  charity  can  be  more  fully  carried  out ; all  other  things  will  fail,  but 
charity  remainetb  for  ever-  For  instance,  when  we  came  here  this  evening,  we 
came  in  faith,  believing  that  we  could  perform  the  journey ; but  now  we  have  not 
that  faith,  for  having  accomplished  the  journey  our  faith  is  swallowed  up  in 
knowledge.  Hence,  when  we  come  in  possession  of  the  full  fruition  of  the  pro- 
mises of  God,  we  shall  not  believe  in  them,  for  we  shall  have  them  in  our  pos- 
session. But  if  we  love  not  the  Brethren,  whom  we  have  seen,  how  can  we  love 
God,  whom  we  have  not  seen  ? 

I have  made  these  remarks,  and  hope  the  Saints  will  be  profited  by  them.  J 
rejoice  in  the  privilege  of  speaking  to  you,  and  in  the  restoration  of  the  gospel  in 
these  days  in  which  we  live.  I know  that  the  time  will  come  when  Zion  will 
arise  and  shine,  and  the  riches  of  the  GentOes  will  he  converted  unto  Zion.  I will 
not  detain  you  longer,  but  in  conclusion  let  me  advise  you  to  listen  to  the  voices 
of  those,  who  are  appointed  to  preside.  And  to  the  poor  I would  say,  that  God 
has  chosen  the  poor  rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  that  kingdom  which  he  is  prepar 
ing  for  all  those  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  And  then,  when  you  are  citi- 
zens of  that  kingdom,  will  you  understand  what  Paul  says,  “ That  it  hath  not  en- 
tered into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive,  what  God  has  laid  up  for  those  who  love 
him.”  We  do  not  understand  it  in  this  life,  hut  we  shall  in  that  which  is  to  come. 
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and  in  ttiat  day  your  sun  will  no  more  go  down  over 
ended,  and  you  will  go  in  through  the  gates  into  the 
pain,  and  crying  will  be  no  more. 


• yon  ; your  sorrows  will  be 
city,  where  siefcnees,  sorrow, 


May  the  blessings  of  the  Lord,  even  the  blessings  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
upon  you,  is  my  prayer  through  Jesus  Christ,  amen. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned  sine  die.  Benediction  by  the  President 


rest 


THE  SAINTS’  HAPPINESS  IN  GATHERING. 


Row  glorious  well  be." 

Tis  the  will  of  our  dear  Father, 

That  all  faithful  saints  should  gather 
To  the  place  he  has  appointed, 

Through  the  means  of  his  anointed. 

CHORUS. 

Oh  ! how  happy  we  shall  be, 

Oh  ! how  happy  we  shall  be, 

Faithful  to  our  covenant, 

And  bound  in  unity. 

We  will  leave 'with  resignation, 

This  our  God-forsaken  nation, 

Its  sectarian  botheration. 

And  go  and  seek  onr  own  salvation. 

Oh ! how,  &c. 

As  we  cross  the  mighty  ocean. 

We’ll  pay  God  our  pure  devotion . 

Be  obedient  and  observant 
To  the  counsel  of  his  servants. 

Oh ! how,  &c. 

As  we  o’er  the  mountains  hie  on. 

We  will  sing  the  songs  of  Zion; 

Giving  great  Jehovah  praises, 

For  from  darkness  having  raised  us. 

Oh!  how,  &c. 

There  our  Brothers  will  be  rulers, 

And  our  rulers  will  be  Brothers  ; 

And  in  happiness  and  wellfave, 

All  true  saints  will  care  for  others. 

Oh ! how,  &c. 

When  we  reach  beyond  the  mountains, 

We’II  drink  deep  at  truth’s  bright  fountains  ; 

And  our  temporal  business  ply  on. 

And  assist  to  build  up  Zion, 

. , Oh ! how,  &c. 

And  while  we  the  PRIESTHOOD  cherish. 

They  in  turn  our  minds  will  nourish 
Give  all  our  faults  correction, 

Thus  we ’II  go  on  to  perfection. 

Oh ! how,  &c. 

Then  we’ll  thank  our  heavenly  Father 
For  commanding  us  to  gather  5 
For  by  that  we  shall  inherit 
The  full  measure  of  his  spirit. 

Oh ! how  happy  we  shall  be. 

Oh ! how  happy  we  shall  be, 

Bound  in  love  and  unity 
Through  all  eternity. 
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